Nicholas County’s First Settlers* 

(Written In lHH.'l by Edward Campbell) 

Thc first settlement of Peters creek and at Cross Lanes then 
5n Kanawha county, was made by Henry Morris, Conrad 
young and Edward McClung. They made the start in 1791 
Morris built a cabin near where Wm. B. Summers now re- 
s-des and Young built near where Robert Neil now lives. 

One day in the year 1792 Morris was out hunting on the 
waters of Otter creek; his dogs treed a bear, he shot it and di- 
V ided it among his team of dogs and concealed himself in the 
thicket while the dogs were eating the bear meat. In a few 
n-nutes his dogs came to him with their bristles ‘up’. Morris 
became alarmed and started for his cabin.—On reaching home 
h;s wife inquired if he thought it dangerous to send their chil¬ 
dren (two little girls) to drive the cows and calves up—(they 
kept the cows in one direction from house and the calves in 
another, not having any enclosure to keep them separated) — 
ught not and the children started on their mission. 

M i left his gun at the house and went to the spring for 
water- While at the spring his wife called and told him that 
Ir.-ii.-m.s were after or had killed their children. He found 
i them who had been tomahawked and perhaps scalped; 
i'r *.t . still alive and said a “yellow man had killed her.” 

•;<?n home where she soon died. The other child 
and not found until the next morning. The chil- 
• 4 1 gone near where two Indians were sitting by a 
and did not see them until too late to escape. 
•-* J«udUr wen? watching a path that led from Morris’ to 
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, jt is supposed that when night approached 
Young’s cabin, and k ^ destroy both families. Young was 
they intended to a Morris for an attack as he had two or 
better prepared l ^ , for defense. The same day, Ed- 

three sons with g bu . lt h . s cabin near W here D. R. Hamil- 
ward McClung, i Cross Lanes ) an d his associate Capt. 

ton’s barn nows. ^ out hunting in different directions 
Ceorge F ^ they bQth heard s hootmg, and Fitz- 

fl '°ter heard some one blow on his charger, which alarmed him 
Td he hurried back to the cabin When McClung came in 
that evening he told Fitzwater he had heard shooting m an¬ 
other direction. They became alarmed, as their only means 
of defense was their guns and a splendid team of bear dogs, 
and concluded to sit up and watch for the Indians that they 
might not be taken by surprise. Before mid-night, Mathias 
Young, who had traveled eight miles in the dark, through the 
woods, came to McClung’s cabin and told of the massacre of 
the Morris children. The three men kept watch until near 
day-break, when they took McClung’s wife and three chil¬ 
dren—each man carrying a child on his back—and started for 
Morris’. They traveled a zig-zag route through the woods 
and landed safe. They buried the children that day, and the 
next day all of the families left for the fort on Kanawha river, 
at the mouth of Hughes creek, where they arrived in safety. 

The next day a company of men from the Fort started in 
searc h of the Indians who had murdered the Morris children. 
V.'hen they arrived at the Morris place they found no further 
h 'K n or traces of the Indians; they next went to McClung’s 
ca ' c,ir: and found the Indians had been there, and after having 
emptied his bod-tick of its contents, took the tick and two or 
• ■ hor^i-s that had been sent there to graze in the savanna 
orn out of the way of the Indians, who had stolen 
^ J ’!’ ,‘ r **" !t The company also found the trail 

■u;t T Uu * y httd 50 much the start, further pur- 
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48 • b4m4oo «* »nd the company returned to the Fort 


uJ!f2* Ur, V!. miln#d ln tho K*nawha Valley and sold 
i of , u Khcn and John Campbell. The latter 
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Nicholas County’s First Settlers 


who lived “" d raIsec * hls fondly near Nicholas c « 
other daughter married William Smithy, of L ew7 H ' 
T 'lnbrier county. The boy’s name was Edward He i^ 8 ’ 

» » in Nicholas «»"*. and died some !' 

:’j‘, it. Kentucky District. This ends the McClung family 


Morris and Young staid [sic] in Kanawha the remainder of 
Ae vear 1792 and in 1793 they returned, with their families to 
• heir home on Peters creek, and were not afterwards disturbed 
bv the Indians, (the raid of 1792 being their last in this sec 


tion.) 


During this year, John Campbell moved a man by the name 
0 f John Harris and his family from the Kanawha river, who 
made a small improvement on the land bought of McClung. 
About this time Edward Hughes had some improvements 
made on the same land and some on a tract near by. 


Thomas Hughes built a cabin and made a settlement on 
Laurel creek where Mr. Umbarger now resides; Daniel Hud- 
ileston improved the place where Mr. Bennett now resides; 
Henry Young made some improvements on Laurel creek, near 
where Bethel church is located; the Fort at the mouth of 
H-ghes was built by a small party of men who came from 
v.;;y creek, in Greenbrier county. Thos. Hughes, (who 
hided from Prince William county, Va.,) who was a soldier 
dution and used to frontier life and hardships, was 
i-r He died and was buried near the Fort in 1794. 
7: rra;, Smith married a daughter of Colonel Young in the 
and their first child was born there. John Campbell 
?-*rri<d Nancy Hughes in the Fort. 


la 
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{undoubtedly a typing error and should be 17951, 
having gone further west, and ceased their war- 
in !h-s non. and the people considering the danger 
thr Fori and started out in search of homes, the 
c pArtir-c coming to thin part of the county to settle, 
settled on F. Hughes' Improvement, where Mrs. 
t*rm rtmuie*. John Shcrky. o dngle man. Ed- 

““t*— "HIM on lb* Improvonwnl when. , 

IWy Y.-»- TW Hutfhcs »ml Daniel 
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_ , ramnb ell came to his improvement, made by John Har- 
Wornstaff was also one of the party. 

rr rG (hev were— with no roads opened from the mouth of 
Rich creek' on Gauley river, and but little below; without 
nulls and but very little grain. They went to work with a 
Wilito make a living for themselves and families. They built 
small huts to live in; their families were small and all had 
eood health. Game was abundant and all who chose to hunt 
killed deer, bear, panthers and wolves. The woods were much 
more open than now, and killing game was quite an easy task. 
As stock was scarce in the frontier settlements, they only 
started with a few cows, sheep and hogs. They bartered in 
fur and ginseng, which was plentiful at that time, and were a 
peaceable, happy and industrious people. 

In 1798 a few more settlers came from Monroe or Green¬ 
brier counties, who had originally come from Prince William 
county, Va., Isaac Foster and Robert Foster, (cousins,) both 
of whom had families. Isaac Foster settled on the farm for- 
merly occupied by Thomas Smith—he having moved to 20 
Mile creek. Isaac Foster had three grown sons, Isaac Na¬ 
thaniel and James. Isaac went West and was lost sight of- 
ames mamed and settled where Henry Backus now lives’ 

^ r “o^ f f ° r T 6 tlme ’ S0W t0 Johnath “ Dunbar 
■ma went to Ohi^-from there to Indiana and was lost sight of. 

tfcnfejL bouehttanlf 130 r° St f. r ’ Sr -’ and his youngest son, Na- 

h l Ben f of Gaul *y and lived there 

time before his father’ F ° Ster Was married a long 

Bend o, Gauley there beT ^ 

“w »<fe, he had two sons “ large farm B >' his 

,oh » now live, near p ’ , ohn and Isaac - His oldest son 
o^med ^ wtnt w ™“ Lan « and is doing well. Isaac 

T r '* d *'1*. Nathaniel hid *10!^*** somc time - B >' his 
^ T ‘ T»o of Oi. K ,ri, arc . " ch,ld " n ' 'our girls and three 
•' the younj»,t daughter ' on *'^iuan.) 1* ■ widow and 
TUy have a *, rrlcd D *■ Hamilton. Fsq of 
, ,' r " with this w J , r ' *” d hiteresttng family and 

' 1Umm « ^ * popttUr * nd to- 


d * M elected President of 



Nicholas County's Finsr 


Settlors 

m County Court, in 1BB0. Capt. R. q p 0st , 43 

Cross Lunes. He Is « good citizen, f ° urth «o», 
,11 ,.f run -James A. Foster, his fifth son “Wake and 

Onerous farmers in Huerfano county, Colnrea ° f the *n°st 
l .fait* iliVd »it the nsfe of <11 vears ° orado - Nath 3 ini 


Robert Foster, who was old when he came l 
rhl . Bend of G<i uley, and did not live lone r ’ Settled in 
moved to Kentucky and was lost sight of u-* S ° n Willia m 
moved to Monroe county and afterwards wo.o * S ° n Bedfor d 
llis daughter, Nellie, married Thomas Huches^ West 
children and died young. c s,—had three 


II 

I will commence by the settlement on Gaulev pi 
maJe on the North side of the river, opposite th K WaS 
K , h creek, near the upper ford, on the ™!, the ™ uth <* 
Greenbrier to the Kanawha Valley. This trail w triUl £r ° m 

Op:— Lrw» ™d Stuart as they wen Mhl. ^ * 

P™» Poi "< W—"‘. where the blLdtsTL *ItT' 
rmve hatllc of the war was fought oil the lim de_ 

»-•> ««) By this route, they crossL Cau 1 

! r< " ,r ' lh <-y reached the mouth of 20 Mile cr^" Th« 

iTr ■*'*' <* mouth of Bell crook and H,,,I t ’ ^ le * N 

,he Mb ' * ^ 

v-w o(’ m n \ re< ' Next d “- v ,he commanders sent a de- 

Zri F , u r i [ ,,f ,h ° hHrses “ d ^ 

. «** ».y JO \rirZ , hCy h#d K °'"' UP 20 milos: so ‘hat 
■7 Mile got iti name. 

* 'dtftdhT k J 1797 ' J '’* ,nHOn Windsor cleared a piece of 
'•O to rt , ford, and made a canoe ("dug* 

t*a« * 9}L » , * vrr 4,, » Int * on thli trail the people who 
4kl| * r<Mt *° *n the State of Kentucky had to 

lh * t to the Kanawha Valiev, crossed 

**»» v | fn>m • « head of Hell creek to the head we- 

•h«w ^ down (he it ream to the Kanawha 
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. thlis a dded several to the population on the 
„U married and thus 

' rCCk « Tpremiah Odell, (who was a Revolutionary sol- 

J( N 7lnThis brother, Sylvanus Odell, from Shendoah (sic) 
dier.) Thev settled close together and continued 

Tre'for some years. Sylvanus bought land of Capt. George 
Fit - water where Mr. Crookshanks now lives. He cleared out 
, Zod farm, planted an orchard and raised a large family.— 
He made a good living and died at a ripe old age. All of his 
family are now dead. 

Jeremiah Odell was restless and wanted to be moving. He 
next went to 20 Mile creek and from there to McKees creek, 
near Nicholas C. H. I don’t remember where his next place 
of residence was, but after some years he settled at Hughes’ 
Ferry. From Hughes’ Ferry he went to the Wilderness and 
settled near the old trail, leading to Greenbrier, about half¬ 
way to the settlement on Big Clear creek, where he remained 
i r a time, but finding it difficult to live there, he returned to 
■ e Ferry. After some years he concluded to try the Wilder- 
ness a £J a * n t moved back to the old home and continued there 
for ^.v years and cleared out a large farm. His children 
wore robust and industrious, and aided him in all his under- 
takings. He sold his farm to John Corran and moved to within 
six miles of the Ferry on the old trail, where he made another 
.arec improvement, and continued there until death. He was 
».ways cheerful in adversity as well as in prosperity. 

.9** ° f h “ *”“• Jeremiah, who was a Justice of our county 
the rhiM * UU oeeupies the old homestead. The rest of 

.rT,!! r CrC ' urn ' shed ‘and 'in the woods,’ settled 
,nd generally did well and made good citizens. 

■* h ‘ > old settlement on Peters 
a*au> « • , h . oul ■ >»r*e body of land. until his 

r. nai,^ , . ‘f 24 Wm Blri1 who came from Bath 

» f .io M ^ “I Henry Morrii'; lived there a 

on M ,J° . e°«nly. He finally returned; 
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c »me to Peters creek from Bath county, Vir- 
t e <fC another daughter of Henry Morris and settled 

*"** k cleared out a large farm and continued there 
were all grown up. In his old days he moved 
'ti.l l’ is ch above Charleston, where he and his wife both 
U , fcl* r,vtM >f h is daughters married Archy Price, who lived 
'. ( d ° nC ’’ TheIC were some marriages between the family 
- KIk ^Morris and that of Coonrod (sic) Young, but I can’t 
'.{ Hr ,,rv ‘ n 0 f them now. He had only one son, John, who 
bv his father, and continued with him and raised a 
•:*** consisting of seven boys and five girls, all mar- 

UnJ 1 * ^Jparated—some went West—but two remaining in 
t*d * nd His father gave him the home farm and he re- 
^ i on g as he lived, and divided it equally among 
except one noiety, (sic) which he conveyed to his 

^ He and his wife are both dead, 
jee Su**- 

-^-od (sic) Young, one of the pioneer settlers, had three 
^and all had children—I have mentioned Mathias, Henry 
* Smith’s wife. His son Charles was a good woods- 

1 . ,-:ng adventurer, and one of the best marksmen of 

-y. He could travel through the woods all day and re¬ 
ft. .1 ^ety to his camp at night.—I think he married a 
• Henry Morris. His father took up no land on 
rrl-i creek, ar.d he and his wife did not live long after the 
Itys. A parents. Their children moved to Elk river and 

ti aot return. 


: t r<z* on Peters creek was Eleven Nicholas, who 

• r xf Gi.boi church, about the year 1798 or 1799. He 
Zr; •’ ermah. built the first mill on Peters creek. 


> <or.airut ted and did not do much good. Eleven 
Y.rguua. but hit family remained here. I believe 
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. hl- family here between the years 1795 and ’98, and 
"T.mhi improvement* on Hutchinson's creek. He wa 3 
^ v tateiLent end energetic man, hud considerable money 
Vi , V.rv intelligent family. One of his daughters married 
M*thi«< Van Bibber, who was here or came soon after or with 
h|rn Samuel Hutchinson, who was a land surveyor, and who 
came here after him, married another one of his daughters. 
M- Kobinson lived here for several years, and being a shrewd 
land trader, went to the State of Kentucky on land specula¬ 
tion and never returned. His family remained here. 

Mathias Van Bibber settled on Camp Fork, (where his son 
D C. Van Bibber and Sebert now lives) and owned a fine 
farm Here his wife died, and he afterwards married Marga¬ 
ret Hutchinson, and continued on his farm until all of his chil¬ 
dren were married and settled in life. He died in 1827. More 
wUl be said of him and Samuel Hutchinson in a future chapter. 

Benjamin Lemasters came from Augusta County, Virginia, 
and fettled on Bucks Garden creek, in 1798 or 1799. He had 
a hrge family consisting of ten daughters. They all married 
•>--i raised families. Three were married to Boggses; two 
Raders; one to James Robinson; one to Frame, one to Givens- 
on# to Stephenson; and one to Campbell. Mr. Lemasters own- 
estcelic: ! farm and said his girls were as good as boys 
to b*!p him work He made a good living and all of his girls 
marred well The old gentleman, his wife, and all of his 
are now dead exept one or two. 

TW nc*t «iljr «m Thorn** B*il*. He came from Mont- 

T*V b rr '!: X*'*’"**' * nd w,lled w h*re Col. J. G. Steph- 
•ThT * nd * cvw * 1 d«u«hler*. Three 

t h "*- #nd »"• wen, We*t One 

T* Sh,rk * y - who rune out of the Fort 
*„ «*»"• «• U‘"‘*l H*h- 

ue N . IChoUfc *** °* hta children, but 

t*m« ^ ‘ ** ^ Th# old g#*>- 

* * *«• a *‘ lf waiHkml (root pUt* to 

* ■“* I* ^ ^__ T7*^ ***• !• Hi* old Home. 
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